Engineers look to wildlife when
designing some of the latest gadgets

world roamed by robotic animals might sound like a
science-fiction movie that takes place in the distant
future. But actually, things like bionic bugs and
mechanical mammals are a reality right now.
Scientists are using an engineering concept called
biomimicry to make technology inspired by nature.

Biomimicry means to imitate, or copy, life. “It’s about learning
something from the genius of nature’s designs,” says biologist
Janine Benyus. Throughout Earth’s history, “nature has learned
what works and what lasts.”

Here’s a close-up look at five of the latest devices inspired by
birds, bugs, and beasts. _ —Rachelle Burk
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